
50 years of the Seven 

A f t e r so m u c h hard work to p l a n , p r e p a r e a n d s t a g e the f i f t i e t h a n n i v e r s a r y c e l e b r a t i o n , 

we h o p e d t h a t t h o s e i n v o l v e d a c t u a l l y h a d tome to kick back a l i t t l e a n d e n j o y t h e 

e v e n t t h e m s e l v e s ! Ernie Panks takes a f e w m o m e n t s to l o o k back o n t h e b i g b i r t h d a y p a r t y . 

The big five-o 
S I T T I N G H E R E , R E F L E C T I N G on the weekend we've just had, I really feel quite strange: 

the phone has stopped r inging , m y email inbox is almost under control and m y wife 

has started smi l ing again! H a v i n g done so m u c h in such a short space o f t ime, it's 

difficult to k n o w where to begin describing the events. The programme for the week

end started for the organiser's at 7.30am o n Thursday m o r n i n g . . . . 

D r i v i n g into the empty showground, a huge expanse o f grass greeted me w i t h Paul 

Chi sna l l and Geof standing, what seemed like, miles away from the entrance gate. 

M y immediate thoughts were along the lines o f "we are never going to fill this ! " 

H o w wrong I was. . . 

As soon as the first o f the ten marquees 

went up and the r e m a i n i n g spaces were 

marked out , I realised what a monster this 

event had become. The idea o f b u i l d i n g a ' v i l 

lage' o f marquees and the atmosphere that 

created was s o m e t h i n g we al l discussed in 

m u c h detail on many occasions wi th consider

at ion given to potential weather condi t ions , 

number o f attendees and the logistics o f feed

ing people. Thankful ly , G o d dealt us a good 

hand and the weather was not going to be a 

problem! 

Stacks o f boxes storing goody bags, c o m 

memorat ive tankards a n d brochures took 

pride o f place in the b o o k i n g in area. L i n d a in 

her usual organised manner set many people 

to w o r k o n the goody bag p r o d u c t i o n l ine. 

A l t h o u g h well organised, we were all in agree

ment that we didn ' t want to repeat that job in 

the near future! After a reasonably ca lm start 

to the proceedings, the pace picked up w i t h a 

stream of deliveries: food and d r i n k arrived by 

the pallet l o a d , l i g h t i n g for the marquees 

seemed never-ending , but eventual ly seven 

vanloads o f lights, cabling and junct ion boxes 

arr ived. By the end o f Thursday, everything 

had taken root. 

Friday was really busy w i t h another seem

ingly-endless succession deliveries a n d a 

whole host o f ' l i t t le ' jobs to complete, f rom 

erecting signs, to setting up PA equ ipment , 

m a r k i n g out the campsite, organis ing paper 

w o r k and sett ing out a n u m b e r o f smaller 

gazebos for specific activities. We also had the 

unenviable task o f c leaning all o f the 1000 

patio chairs and assembling the patio tables. 

Some fool let Bob Ruddock loose w i t h the line 

m a r k i n g paint and the Nor fo lk Showground 

still has D a v e loves L i n d a indel ibly marked in 

three-foot h igh letters across the grass! 

As 4 o'clock approached, we heard Sevens 

blatting close by as i f to r e m i n d us o f what lay 

ahead. 

W i t h other smal l tasks to comple ted , we 

opened the gates and w i t h i n no t ime at all the 

car park and camping area was buzz ing with 

activity. After hours u p o n hours o f organising, 

this was going to be the first test o f our book

ing in procedure! Thankful ly L i n d a and Dave 

were well in control of their crew and every

one was efficiently checked in receiving all the 

necessary vouchers & goodies for the week

end. W i t h 250 sevens i n the car park already 

and the camping area filling up, smiles were 

beginning to break onto faces of the organis

ing team. The major i ty o f the trade stands had 

arrived by then to set up and make sure they 

were ready for Saturday's shopping stampede. 

Friday evening was always planned to be a 

relatively in formal affair w i t h food and drink 

available throughout the evening. The bar was 

opened somewhat later than planned due to 

head gasket failure on the brewery truck (a K-

series perhaps?). As the sun went d o w n , the 

spectacular l ight ing w i t h i n the village gener

ated the atmosphere we had all wished for, 

aided at long last by many pints o f C h a p m a n ' s 

Best. The big-screen showing o f seven related 

DVDs proved p o p u l a r w i t h some excellent 

background music. As Saturday was going to 

be an early start for the blatters, m o s t people 

headed for bed at a sensible t ime i n antic ipa

t ion o f some great dr iv ing . 

A bright Saturday m o r n i n g saw Steve and 

Chris t ine Wright cheerfully waving off some 

200-plus Sevens o n their way to Southwold for 

breakfast on the pier. I strolled across to take a 

l o o k at the proceedings . It was a heavenly 

moment : not only was I greeted by the sight o f 

those hundreds o f Sevens i n the early m o r n i n g 

sunl ight , but the s o u n d o f n ice ly -ba lanced 

Webers and the smell o f burnt O p t i m a x awak

ened the rest o f m y senses! Big grins all r o u n d 

t h e n - t h i s could be better than we had ever 

dared to hope for. 

W i t h the blatters o n their way, the team 

went about their duties to coordinate the day's 

events. T h e Scouts arr ived to direct traffic. 

There were plenty o f volunteers available f rom 

the Scout G r o u p when a blat i n a Seven was 

promised to each helper! W h a t a great job the 

boys d id ; some future Seveners there I th ink. 

By m i d - m o r n i n g the stream o f Sevens 

entering the showground was an overwhelm

ing sight. None o f us realised what close to 600 

Sevens looked l ike when parked together! 

They may be smal l , but they didn ' t hal f take 

up some room! The '50th' display o f cars was a 

sight to behold too, f i l l ing the display marquee 

and spill ing out along the grassy area outside. 

To see so many rare cars assembled i n one 

place was incredible; John Watson was g r i n 

ning like a Cheshire cat! 

Then came the phone call we were wai t ing 

for: the B a t t l e o f B r i t a i n M e m o r i a l F l i g h t rang 

to confirm they were about to take off. They 

had a last-minute change o f schedule and > 
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had to scramble early to fit al l of the displays 

into their t ight p r o g r a m m e for Saturday. 

Absolutely smack o n t ime, the glorious roar of 

that M e r l i n engine was heard approach ing , 

then out o f the clouds that familiar Spitfire 

shape e m e r g e d - t h e c l ipped-wing M k 9 i n its 

D - D a y markings. 

W h a t a display! F r o m that in i t ia l dive, he 

banked around the showground giving us the 

ful l orchestra f r o m each o f those twelve 

exhausts, c l imbed and then 'attacked' us sev

eral more times before c l i m b i n g into the w o n 

derfully blue sky, t i p p i n g his wings left and 

right to wave goodbye. H e had brought the 

whole showground to a standstil l . It was a very 

emot ional experience indeed; I still get goose 

bumps t h i n k i n g about it! 

Fo l lowing that, I strolled around the show

ground to take in as m u c h as possible before I 

was needed again. The trade stands were busy: 

merchandise, car parts, engines, tyres and a 

host o f other services were being sold at quite 

an a larming rate. 

Class ic Team Lotus displayed three cars 

from their s tunning c o l l e c t i o n - the J im C l a r k 

32B Tasman Formula car (Clark w i n n i n g that 

series in 1965), a type 49 (the late 60s G r a n d 

Pr ix machine) i n G o l d Leaf livery and a JPS-

l iveried Senna Renault-engined F o r m u l a 1 car 

from the mid-8os turbo era. 

T h e chi ldren 's tent was p r o v i n g p o p u l a r 

with the younger visitors. Th is was an area o f 

o u r event we wanted to get r ight a n d o u r 

thanks go to the Cambridgeshire b u n c h ; a lot 

o f youngsters had a c rack ing t ime b u i l d i n g 

Sevens out o f cardboard boxes as we l l as 

co lour ing and paint ing . The F l s imulator was 

popular too, w i t h a queue o f people want ing 

to show everyone how it's d o n e - q u i t e possi

bly after a w a r m - u p on the Scalextric track to 

get their eye i n . 

The village was open for food all day and a 

constant stream o f people kept the caterers o n 

their toes. F o l l o w i n g a couple o f late changes 

to the programme o f events, we were treated 

w i t h a talk by John Watson on the history o f 

the Seven; a il lustrated and f lowing discourse 

delivered without resort to a script and dotted 

w i t h anecdotes and gentle h u m o u r . John's 

audience filled the marquee a n d a w a r m 

r o u n d o f applause at the end showed h o w 

m u c h this was appreciated. 

We were honoured to see Haze l C h a p m a n 

arrive w i t h her son Cl ive and granddaughter 

Sophie. Whi l s t reading some o f the per form

ance figures displayed on the historic cars she 

c o m m e n t e d , rather comica l l y , that y o u 

shouldn ' t believe every sales brochure y o u 

read! It was also a very emot ional event for the 

C h a p m a n family to see a design o f Col in 's still 

going strong w i t h a wor ldwide fo l lowing after 

fifty years. 

As day moved to evening, the village was 

temporar i ly closed i n order to prepare for the 

evening's festivities. A n u m b e r o f people 

headed to their tents or hotel rooms to change 

into their best frocks for the party. 

But soon the village was open again and we 

were off! A queue rapidly bui l t up at the bar 

( n o w there's a surprise) and the hog roast 

queue stretched t h r o u g h the v i l l age . . . O n e 

v is i tor f rom m a i n l a n d Europe decided that 

queuing was not for h i m and expected to be 

served instantly. G r a h a m Torbitt was quick to 

point out that queuing was a national sport 

a n d whi l s t v i s i t i n g our country , he was 

expected to participate! H o w can y o u argue 

wi th that?! 

and I were presented w i t h a really nice c o m 

memorative plate each by Roger Savare from 

Swi tzer land . T h e y are n o w tak ing pr ide o f 

place on our respective mantelpieces. 

Just to add that extra something, we had a 

fireworks display; and what a fantastic show it 

was! Some wonderful displays w i th an amaz

ing finale and we have since f o u n d out we 

really rattled the windows o f the hotel adja

cent to the s h o w g r o u n d and woke most o f 

their guests! 

R e t u r n i n g to the vil lage, the caterers had 

managed to cut the birthday cake and offered 

it to anyone w h o wasn't too stuffed wi th hog 

roast and dessert. 

T h e b a n d played o n , all the draught 

C h a p m a n ' s B e s t was consumed and we partied 

' t i l midnight . By the t ime we had cleared up, 

the showground had fallen silent and the wee 

small hours had rol led by. I've never been so 

tired! 

Sunday m o r n i n g and another grand blat 

send o f f - t h i s one must have been the record 

As the perfect contrast to all the Sevens, Hazel Chapman, her son Clive (of Classic 

Team Lotus fame) and granddaughter Sophie arrived in the huge Ford Galaxie formerly 

owned by Lotus founder Colin. P i c t u r e 6y A n d r e w Walker. 

W i t h the party in full swing and several pigs 

later, the m u s i c started w i t h the w a r m - u p 

group T h e W o r d s of L e n n o n & M c C a r t n e y . A 

small technical hitch resulted i n a revised play 

list; however they cracked out a great collec

t ion o f Beatles classics w h i c h had the desired 

effect and got everyone in the party m o o d . 

Next up was Red H o t a n d B l u e , a seven-piece 

band w h o covered a host o f cracking party 

hits. H a v i n g played their first set, they took a 

break and we presented the prizes, followed by 

speeches f r o m Steve W i n t e r b e r g , G r a h a m 

N e a r n , Cl ive C h a p m a n and Ansar A l i . G e o f 

breaker, w i t h nearly 300 cars sett ing off to 

Sandr ingham for breakfast. Steve Wright was 

l o o k i n g t ired, but as always sti l l had that huge 

g r i n o f satisfaction about h i m ! { T e l l u s 

m o r e . . . ) H a v i n g organised and test-driven the 

blat route many times, he took Chr is t ine to see 

the fruits o f his labours and to hopefully catch 

a g l impse o f the 'secret event' that he had 

schemed wi th one o f our visitors. Both Steve 

and Chr i s t ine were amazed at the enormity o f 

the blat, b e i n g the last car to arr ive at 

S a n d r i n g h a m and seeing the final t ra in o f 

cars parking-up in the vast sea o f Sevens. > 
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Qompetition Car 
a I n s u r a n c e 

C o v e r f o r y o u r C a t e r h a m 
o r M o t o r s p o r t I n s u r a n c e r e q u i r e m e n t s 

0115 941 5255 

www.competition-car-insurance.co.uk -
,competitioncarinsurance@towergate.co.uk 

72 Maid Marian Way, Nottingham. NG1 6 B J 

We offer discounts on your road insurance for ho ld ing a current certif icate f rom 

BDnvtf DnlopfflHit 
\v\% \\ .cadence.co.uk 

\ n U ) ( i c a d e n c e . c o . u k 

Compet i t i on Ca r Insurance and Caterhain Insurance 
are trading names o f Towergate t ic L t d 

Registered in Hngland N o . 01970491 Registered Address : Towergate House. 2 
Count\ Gate. Stace\s Street. Ma ids tone . Kent M I : 14 1ST 
Author ised and Regulated by the F inanc ia l Services Author i ty 

official Lotus Seven Club merchandise 

polo shirts • baseball caps • fleece jackets 

fleece pullovers • rain jackets • t-shirts 

rugby shirts • neckwarmers • winter jackets 

umbrellas • bags • mousemats 

lowflying binders • mugs • stickers • buffs 

hooded fleeces • fleece beanies • pens 

50th Anniversary regalia 

See the regalia range and download 
an order form from: 
w w w . l o t u s s e v e n d u b . c o m / H o m e / R e g a l i a . a s p x 
or contact Regalia Sales (see below) 

Regalia Sales: 
Suzi Vincent, at BTC Group t: 020 8569 2250 f: 020 8587 3350 
BTC Group, BTC House, 9 Mil l ington Road, Hayes, Middlesex UB3 4AZ 

suzie_vincent@btcgroup.co.uk 

Online shopping a v a i l a b l e soon - watch f o r d e t a i l s 

http://www.competition-car-insurance.co.uk
mailto:competitioncarinsurance@towergate.co.uk
http://cadence.co.uk
http://co.uk
http://www.lotussevendub.com/Home/Regalia.aspx
mailto:suzie_vincent@btcgroup.co.uk




50 years of the 7 

The big surprise Steve was keeping up his 

sleeve was revealed after breakfast. Kristoffer 

Lawson got d o w n on one knee and asked his 

gir l fr iend, M a r i - P i l v i i f she w o u l d be his wife. 

Wel l , how could she refuse? Congratulat ions 

to them both ! The ' i c ing on the cake', so to 

speak, was a nice engagement gift f rom the 

Royal Estate, w h i c h I'm sure, w i l l be a great 

memento for them. 

W i t h activities w i n d i n g d o w n at the show

ground , the rest o f the organising crew headed 

for Hethel for the final day's fun. H a v i n g been 

let d o w n by the M S A timekeeper, the sprint 

c o u l d not take place, so plan B swung into 

act ion and thanks to a huge effort by G e o f 

and some swift action by Lotus, an alternative 

roster o f events took place. Lotus made their 

track available for 'parade laps' for anyone 

dr iv ing a Seven and were able to show a l i m 

ited number o f people how fast an Elise can be 

hustled around the track in the hands o f their 

factory drivers. The parade laps were l imi ted 

to 7omph; but, thankfully, we found the Elise's 

speedo to be grossly inaccurate. . . 

What a great day's fun for everybody. We 

had Lotus Sevens Series l to 4 m i x i n g it w i t h 

the latest C a t e r h a m CSR a n d everyth ing i n 

between. W o n d e r f u l ! A l o n g s i d e this , L o t u s 

opened up their factory for tours and we m a n 

aged to squeeze as many people in as possible. 

W i t h the day c o m i n g to an end, the t ired 

team gradually felt the pressure subside. W h i l e 

sitting outside the Lotus C lubhouse chatting 

away, we noticed than one person was f inding 

it difficult to leave. It was, rather fittingly, the 

first person to o w n a Seven: Edward Lewis. 

Both Edward and his wife Mar jor ie came 

from Menorca especially for the event. To say 

they had a great weekend is an understate

ment. N o w 85 years o l d , Edward spent all day 

Saturday at the s h o w g r o u n d , l o o k i n g at as 

many cars as was possible, chatting to loads o f 

Seveners and came back for more on Sunday. 

He j u m p e d at the chance to have some h igh 

speed laps in an Elise, returning to the pad

d o c k w i t h that a l l - t o o - f a m i l i a r g r i n a n d 

bucket loads o f enthusiasm that w o u l d put 

most o f us to shame. N o t content wi th just 

one go, he j u m p e d into a CSR and enjoyed pas

senger laps in that. After h o p p i n g out , he 

wanted to see under the bonnet and aske 

plenty o f questions. 

Such boundless enthusiasm really goes to 

show that even the very first Sevener is sti l l 

nuts about the car fifty years o n . . . 

H a v i n g w o r k e d o n this project for two 

whole years, all o f the organis ing team were 

really pleased to see the fruits o f their labours 

enjoyed by so many people from all over the 

w o r l d . 

D u r i n g the course o f p r e p a r i n g for the 

weekend, we heard so many incredible stories 

from people o f all ages, part icular ly o f how 

people got invo lved i n Sevening and what 

they've done in their cars. 

We also heard some really nice stories f rom 

youngsters, some of w h i c h really b r i n g a l u m p 

to the throat . It's really great to see such 

enthusiasm from the very people w h o w i l l no 

d o u b t car ry the Seven legend forward for 

many more years to come. • 

We'd like to thank the people 

who helped us make this event 

possible... 

Firstly the organising team: a skilled team 

of volunteers who sacrificed thousands 

of hours of their spare time and put their 

heart and soul into the event. 

And thanks to everyone else who helped 

us; I wouldn't like to start naming 

people individually as I'd be sure to miss 

someone out. You all know who you are, 

so give yourselves a big pat on the back! 

Then, thanks to the Club management 

team for placing their faith in us; the team 

supported us fully and never brought any 

undue pressure to bear. 

Finally, thank you to everyone who came 

to the event: to see nearly 600 Sevens and 

over 1200 people attend the event was 

very satisfying indeed. Here's to the next 

fifty years. Cheers! 

Ernie and Geof 

eel s u r e t h a t the Members as a whole 

would j o i n me in t h a n k i n g a l l of 

y o u f o r p u t t i n g o n such a great e v e n t . 

You d i d us p r o u d ! 

We have more p i c t u r e s a n d m e m o r i e s of the 

f i f t i e t h anniversary to come. 

Tony 
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Lotus Grand Prix c a r s ; Sevens o l d a n d new; t h e f i r s t Sevener; 

great p a r t y a t m o s p h e r e . . . a n d l o t s of f u n t h e n e x t 

g e n e r a t i o n to carry f o r w a r d the torch f o r t h e Seven! | w v m i 

P h o t o g r a p h s by Dr. John' Laycock. [ \ 
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